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if I had been allowed. Cheer for the fighting man at the
front and let us see that his blood is not shed in vain."

In his appeal President Wilson had said: "The leaders
of the minority in the present Congress have unquestionably
been pro-war, but they have been anti-Administration.
The return of a Republican majority in either House of
Congress would be interpreted on the other side of the
water as a repudiation of my leadership.'

In commenting on this Roosevelt quoted the words of
Lincoln in March 1863, in favor of sending to Congress only
"unconditional supporters of the war," and again in
August 1863 appealing to "all those who maintain uncon-
ditional devotion to the Union whom no partisan malice or
partisan hope can make false to the nation's life," and
then added:

"Lincoln made no party test. He appealed to all loyal
men of all parties. He asked that the test of fitness for
Congress be, not adherence to his personal administration,
but unconditional support of the war. Mr. Wilson applies
the most rigid party test. He explicitly repudiates loyalty
to the war as a test. He demands the success of the Demo-
cratic party, and asks the defeat of all pro-war men if
they have been anti-administration. He asks for the defeat
of pro-war Republicans. He does not ask for the defeat of
pro-war Democrats. On the contrary, he supports such
men if although anti-war they are pro-administration. He
does not ask for loyalty to the Nation. He asks only for
support of himself. There is not the slightest suggestion
that he disapproves of disloyalty to the nation. I do not
doubt that he does feel some disapproval of such disloyalty;
but apparently this feeling on his part is so tepid that it
slips from his mind when he contemplates what he regards
as the far greater sin of failure in adherence to himself."

This was the keynote of his speech, which is too long to
quote and quite impossible of condensation because every
sentence of it is vital. It had a wide circulation throughout
the country and unquestionably was a powerful factor in